MONTANA KALISPELL BYPASS
NEWSLETTER

September 1996 B

Messagefrom : A message'from the Engineer' e

Z‘he Enomeer -_ ] One year ago our Engmeenng Desrgn Frrm Neil Consultants, Inc.

S, R of Great Falls, Montana was hired by the' Montana Department of - .
EN’D PROJ ‘%\L . Transportation to head the  project development and de5|gn process
_wa,g RESERVE DRIVE - __\ . ‘ ' -

- ii:j'j..fOl‘ a vehlcle bypass route around Kalrspell

S Smce November 1995 NEIl Consultants has completed a seriés ofv
‘one-on-one interviews with affected landowners and the prellmlnary
desrgn of alrgnment grade and nght-of—way plans '

We are mvmng the publlc and landowners affected by the bypass )
to an open-house to view preliminary. construction and right-of-
way plans. The open-house will be followed by a pUblIC meetmg

Notlce of Public Meeting / Open-house

KALISPELL BYPASS B
PRELIMINARY DESIGN R
UL AFT AN . Date: October 76 1996 ,
" e Message from the Engineer || Time: 7:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
__* Open-House /Public ~ -| = || Place: Outlaw Inn | \
A Meeting Invitation . - | - || Colt 44 Room - Open house beglns 7 30 a. m.

e Preliminary Prolect Map Stagecoach Room Publlc Meetlngv.begms 7:00 'p .m

e Project Status " .
e Proposed Modlf' catlons o
e Pro;ect Schedule

lTEMS FOR DlSCUSSlON AND VIEWING AF
» Preliminary Construction Plans (Allgnment and Grade);_, '
* Roadway cross sections =~ - . " oo
e Preliminary Right-of-Way Plans
e Preliminary Intersection Geometrlcs .

l I

_."..'-- . Modlflcattons to Al|gnment -
| . T N R
o IN ATTENDANCE EER A
NE!L CONSULTANTS, INC. - | E . e Montana Deoartment of Transportatxon;-
4509 North Star Boulevard. E - eNeil Consultants Ilnc. . - LT R

P.O. Box 6350

Great Falls, MT 59406-6350
- 406-453-5478 Voice
406-453-2009 Fax




Ownershlp research aenal mappmg, property surveys
. and soil lnvestlgatlons leading to the preparation of
preltmmary construction plans have been completed.

- One-on-one interviews with affected landownersand

three progress meetings with the Kahspell Technical
' Advisory Comnnttee have been held over the past year
“to d1scuss their concerns the prolect route, and site
Aaccess v ~

As “di's‘cussed in previous letters to landowners, the
‘bypass. corridor will start about 3 miles south of

Kalispell at mllepost 108.7 (Snowline Lane) on US -

- nghway 93, pass west of Kalispell, intersecting Us
.- Highway 2 just west of Ashley Square Mall, and rejoin

- US nghway 93 approxnnately one mile north of town
- (West Reserve Dnve) This general alignment follows

The modrflcatrons mclude

. Snowlme Lane Connectron to Highway 93
.* Stillwater Road Realignment -
Ve West Reserve Drrve Reallgnment

B Any shift in the alignment shown in the FEIS will
. require consent of the. landowners impacted by
- the shift. If we cannot obtain this consent, we
. will be required to follow the alignment prevrously
approved by the Federal Highway Administration
- in the November 1994 Record of Decision.

ﬂ-j‘fWe have contacted the landowners affected by -

»:'};’-__the proposed modifications and have obtainéd the
“necessary consent for modifications at Snowline

~"-Lane. We continue to work with landowners on

- the Stillwater Road and West Reserve Drive
modlfrcatrons : : :

‘i.}.The foldout 11"x17" map enclosed shows the .
_location ‘of the three modifications. The

modlflcatrons are descrrbed as follows:

i PROJECT STATUS 4

' PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS 4

the route selected in the US Hzghway 93 - Somers to
Whitefish West Final Environmental Impact Statement
prepared by Carter & Burgess for the Federal Highway
Administration (F HWA) in September 1994. The

- FHWA, in cooperation with the MDT, approved the

selected route in the November 1994 Record of

- Decision for US 93 (Somers to thtef sh West).

Through the landowner contact and i interview process,
as well as the preliminary design process, we are

- recommending three (3) modifications to the alignment

shown in the Final Environmental Impact Statement.
These modifications may result in a more efficient
design, mitigate some Iandowner concerns, and further

‘control access.

SNOWLINE LANE CONNECTION TO HWY 93

We have identified an alternate connection pomtv
to Highway 93 roughly % mile north of the

- proposed Snowline Lane intersection. This
‘connection would place the intersection on a long

tangent instead of a curve. The corridor from
nghway 93 to the BNRR line'is clear of the
development at thls time. :

" The concept has the following adVantageS' -

1. lmproved lntersectron geometrlcs and srght

‘drstance

2. Leaves existing access to Ashley Creek

" Ranchettes via. Snowline Lane intact. Reduces '

- lmpacts to the subdrvrsron

3. Reduces length of bypass by roughly 500 feet

4 The landowners affected by the shift are willing

to give the necessary consent for the alternate
_ allgnment '



. STILLWATER ROAD REALIGNMENT

We have identified an alternative alignment which

- parallels Stillwater Road. This alignment leaves

intact Stillwater Road as a farm-to-market corridor
between West Reserve Drive and Three Mile
Drive. - '

The concept has the following advantages:
1. Salvages 2 fniles of essential farm-to-market
- road (Stillwater Road). Would reduce loca
- farm vehicle travel along bypass. . '
2. Eliminétes 172 miles of utility relocation_‘s.
3. Reduces access from 15+ approaches to 3+
- approaches. '

4. Shortens bypass route by 1100+ feet.

5. Reduces impacts to Grosswiler lands west of
Stillwater Road and north of Three Mile Drive.

6. The DNRC area office, which manages the
State of Montana property to the north, supports
- the concept of shifting off of Stillwater Road.

7. The landowners affected by the shift have
- indicated a willingness to accept the alignment.

8. The corridor is not impeded by physical
- constraints. The terrain would make for easy -
~construction with little disruption to adjacent .
' properties. : o .

Actual construction dates for the bypass have not
been set and will depend upon funding
availability. Thus, construction will not begin for
a number of years and likely will be constructed

in several phases. Design will be completed this '

fall and final right-of-way plans will be completed
in the spring of 1997. Right-of-way acquisition

OSED MODIFICATIONS £

} OSED MODIFICATIONS 4

" WEST RESERVE DRIVE REALIGNMENT

Representatives from the Country Estates
Subdivision and Country View Estates Subdivision
have expressed their concerns regarding the
proposed routing along West Reserve Drive. The
most critical concerns expressed by the
homeowners are: ’

1. Increased noise levels and plans for noise

abatement.
2. The safety and ease of ingress/ebgress, and
3. Air quality.

The homeowners have expressed a desire to have
the alignment shifted south and away from West
Reserve Drive. The homeowners preferred
alignment would follow the existing power line
corridor across the State of Montana property.

We have proposed a design concept which may
alleviate some of the homeowners concerns,
remain consistent with the FEIS alignment, and
provide for a more efficient design. The concept
would shift the bypass roughly 150 feet south along
West Reserve. This shift would mitigate noise
impacts at Country Estates Subdivision. -

The DNRC area 'Aoffi'ce, which manages the State
of Montana property, supports the concept of .

shifting off of West Reserve Drive. However, the

DNRC is not willing to accept a shift to the existing |

. power line corridor.

may begin upon FHWA and MDT approval of the

final right-of-way plans. B

Mitchell Sv'telling‘,'P.E,“,‘ S
Project Engineer . . LR
Neil Consultantsi, l,‘_'q.cf.: s




Updated Project Schedule

Wedhesday, October 16, 1996
7:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

- OUTLAW INN
Colt 44 Room - Open-house begins 7: :30 a.m.
Stage Coach Room - PUbIIC Meetmg begins 7:00 p.m.

: : 1995 1996 1997
TASK Oct [Nov |Dec | Jan | Feb |[Mar | Apr May | Jun | Jul Aug | Sep | Oct |Nov |Dec | Jan | Feb |Mar
Preliminary Design &
Land Owner Input
Field Surveys
Preliminary Alignment
& Grade
Preliminary
Right-of-Way Plans “
Final Alignment &
Grade
Final Right-of Way
Plans
KALISPELL BYPASS
PRELIMINARY DESIGN
PUBLIC MEETING
_ and
OPEN-HOUSE

S

W )

NEIL CONSULTANTS INC. .
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